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FIGURE 14.10 Relationship Between  
Social Distress and Brain Activity
Scatterplots showing a positive correlation between anterior cingulate 
cortex activity and self-reported distress (Graph A) and a negative 
correlation between the right ventral prefrontal cortex and self-reported 
distress (Graph B). Each dot represents a participant in the study.

Source: Eisenberger et al. (2003, p. 292). Reprinted with permission 
from AAAS.
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FIGURE 14.11 BPD and  
Feelings of Inclusion
Being included in social situations elicits different 
feelings for those with BPD and those without. Note 
the anger and sadness before and after the inclusion 
condition for those with borderline personality 
disorder and controls (C).

Source: Renneberg et al. (2012).
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FIGURE 14.12 BPD and  
Experiencing Exclusion
Control participants showed less anger and sadness 
before the exclusion task. Those with BPD showed 
different responses.

Source: Renneberg et al. (2012).
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Histrionic Personality Disorder
Histrionic personality disorder is characterized 
by a pervasive pattern of excessive emotionality and 
attention seeking (Blagov, Fowler, & Lilienfeld, 2007). 
Being the center of attention is one key element, and 
the person may use a number of means for gaining 
attention. They may be highly dramatic, dress pro-
vocatively, be seductive, and even make up stories 
or describe physical complaints to draw attention 
to themselves. If they are not the center of attention, 
they become uncomfortable. Prevalence rates are 
1.8% based on the National Epidemiologic Survey on 
Alcohol and Related Conditions (Grant et al., 2004).

DSM–5 describes histrionic personality disor-
der in terms of eight possible facets. These include 
(1) discomfort in situations in which the person 
is not the center of attention; (2) interaction with 
others characterized by inappropriate sexually 
seductive or provocative behavior; (3) displaying 
of rapidly shifting and shallow expression of emo-
tions; (4) consistent use of physical appearance to 
draw attention to self; (5) a style of speech that is 
excessively impressionistic and lacking in detail;  
(6) self-dramatization, theatricality, and exagger-
ated expression of emotion; (7) suggestability—that 
is, easily influenced by others or circumstances; and  
(8) considering relationships to be more intimate 




